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The Principal’s Update 
Spring has well and truly sprung in Howell’s this week. The School and College  
have looked beautiful, decked in spectacular spring flowers. Our St David’s Day  
celebrations were particularly special on Wednesday as it coincided with a visit  
from Cheryl Giovannoni, the new CEO of the GDST. I thoroughly enjoyed showing  
her around and introducing her to students and staff. Click here to find out more  
about her visit. Yesterday, we marked World Book Day with a happiness and  
wellbeing book quiz which included rounds on happiness, identity and poetry. 
 

The Senior School and College Eisteddfod is always one of my favourite days of  
the school year, showcasing the many and varied talents of our students, and this  
year they did not disappoint. Following a morning of competitions, the day culminated  
in the ceremony to chair the junior and senior bards followed by the eagerly anticipated  
House Choir Competition. I loved hearing the different renditions of I’m a Believer, originally made famous  
by The Monkees. The winner of the House Choir Competition was Kendall and the winner of the entire  
Eisteddfod was also Kendall, congratulations to all. An enormous thank you to Mrs Reed, the House Captains  
and all students and staff who worked so hard to make the day so triumphant.  
 

Success in UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge  
Our Year 10 students achieved 1 gold, 8 silvers and 4 bronzes in this year's UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge. 
Click here for more information. 
 

Big Breakfasts Raise Big Bucks 
During the first half of the spring term, Howell’s held a series of delicious Big Breakfasts to raise funds for our  
Pay for a Day Appeal in aid of Marie Curie Cancer Care. Click here for more information. 
 

BPW Public Speaking Competition 
On Tuesday 28th February two teams from Howell's College participated in the local round of the BPW Public 
Speaking Competition. Click here for more information. 
 

College Rotary Interact attend St David’s Day Breakfast 
This week our College Rotary Interact Group attended the annual St David's Day breakfast at Whitchurch  
Golf Club, hosted by the Rotary Club of Cardiff Breakfast. Click here for more information. 
 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Competitions 
Many congratulations to the following students who have recently completed their Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards: 
 

Gold 
Caitlin D, Henry J 
 
Bronze 
Amalie B, Esme B, Olivia C, Lowri E, Talia G, Eleanor L, Isra M, Alice R 
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Parent Blog 
The latest instalment of our Parent Blog is available to read by clicking here.   
 

GDST HE Additional Admissions Test Courses and Oxbridge Conference and Medic Portal Courses for Year 12 
We are happy to confirm details for the 2017 GDST HE additional admissions tests courses in London, the 
GDST Oxbridge Conference and the Medic Portal BMAT, UKCAT and Medical Interview courses. Please click 
here for full details. These events are aimed at Year 12 students who are considering studying at Oxbridge 
and/or applying for courses that require an additional admissions test – you can click here to see if your 
son/daughter will need to sit the BMAT, LNAT, TSA or UKCAT. 
 

National Careers Week  
The Careers Department is busy preparing for the next steps in informing our young people about career 
paths and opportunities. We will run electronic communications between 6th and 11th March 2017 to mark 
National Careers Week, so please encourage your daughters and sons to check their email accounts. Years 
10 and 11 will attend CareerStart sessions on 7th March, delivered by the GDST’s Learning and 
Communications Manager, Karen Kimura. Year 11 will be focussing on work experience and Year 10 on CV 
writing in preparation for Employers’ Day later this year.  
 

Year 8 will be hosting Section Assembly on their experiences during Take Your Daughter to Work Day. Drop in 
sessions will be available in the Careers Room next week for Years 8 & 9 to explore Barclays Life Skills.   
 

Work Experience Update 
Many of our Year 11 students are securing their work experience placements for 10th – 21st July 2017. 
Opportunities come up at this time of the year so please encourage your daughter to keep checking her email. 
The work experience form has been emailed to students this week for them to send to their proposed 
employer so that health and safety checks may be carried out. Click here to download the form. 
 

A work experience opportunity has been offered with Renishaw for Year 11 and 12 students. Please note that 
this is not a College/School run placement. If you would like your son or daughter to apply, please read the 
details carefully before applying. Permission will be needed from the Head of Year to attend if this placement 
is on a school day. Click here for more information.  
 

Mrs House has been liaising with Sian Price at BT in Watkiss Way, Grangetown, who is kindly offering up to 
eight places for work experience for Year 11 students who may be interested in Engineering, IT or Computing. 
If students are interested and can arrange travel to the location, they must write a letter of application 
expressing interest and mail it to Julie.house@how.gdst.net.  
 

Vaccinations 
Vaccinations will take place on the following dates: 
 

 The HPV vaccination for Year 8: Tuesday 28th March. 

 The Meningitis ACWY vaccination for Year 11: Tuesday 4th April 
 

Any concerns regarding the vaccinations can be sent to the school vaccination service, details of which will be 
given to the girls during their vaccination presentations. 
 

Contacting the Senior School 
A reminder that in Mrs Moyle’s absence, should you wish to discuss a routine matter concerning your 
daughter, please contact Miss H Wilcox (h.wilcox1@how.gdst.net) for Year 7, Mrs L Jones 
(l.jones@how.gdst.net) for Years 8 and 9, and Mrs N Reed (nest.reed@how.gdst.net) for Years 10 and 11. If 
you are requesting a leave of absence or anything of a more serious nature please contact the Deputy 
Principal, Mrs Chyba (n.chyba@how.gdst.net), or myself directly (sally.davis@how.gdst.net). 
 

Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Sally Davis, Principal 
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I hope you all have a fabulous half term break and I look forward to welcoming back students and staff on 
Tuesday 28th February. 
 

Sally Davis, Principal 

Diary Dates  
 

International Women’s Day – Wednesday 8th March 2017 
Thank you to everyone who has booked or reserved tickets for any of our International Women’s Day 
events on Wednesday 8th March in the hub@howell’s and by doing so are supporting the outstanding work 
of Breast Cancer Care.  There are still tickets available so please do book soon in order to avoid 
disappointment as space is limited. Tickets for each of the three sessions are £10 per person, with all the 
ticket money going to Breast Cancer Care. Here is a reminder of what is taking place: 
 

9am-11am    Made In Howell's Breakfast 
The coffee machine will be working at double speed to fuel us all for the day ahead. Come to the 
hub@howells between 9am and 11am for a breakfast, and a chance to hear from some successful women 
who are closely connected to Howell's.  
 

12pm-2pm  Lunch and Learn: Baked by Mel 
Join us for a light lunch and listen to Melanie Constantinou, founder of mail-order Bara Brith company 
Baked By Mel, talk about the journey her baked goods (a favourite with HRH The Prince of Wales) make 
from her kitchen in Llantwit Major to the Food Hall at Fortnum and Mason. 
 

3pm-4.30pm    Vintage Tea With the JCC 
Afternoon tea will be served from 3pm, and the girls of the Junior Competition Choir will entertain us with 
a sneak preview of their entry in the GDST Young Choir of The Year Final, which takes place at the 
Cadogan Hall in London the following week.  
 

We would love to welcome you to mark this significant day and to raise funds for such a vital charity. 
Tickets can be purchased by asking for Hannah Roberts at the main office in the Senior School or you can 
reserve them by emailing Hannah.roberts@how.gdst.net.    
 

A Celebration of Languages – Tuesday 14th March   
Following the Eisteddfod, parents will have the opportunity to see the winning Year 7-9 stage competitions 
in Spanish, French, German, Welsh, Latin and English in our annual Celebration of Languages Evening.  
These will be accompanied by a range of musical items and a European themed buffet.  Letters will be 
given to students following the Eisteddfod, inviting parents to attend.  Please keep an eye out for further 
details. 
 

Parent Pyramid  
The next Parent Pyramid Drop In session will take place in the hub@howells on Wednesday 29th March at 
7pm. 
 

2nd Hand Uniform Sale 
There will be a 2nd hand uniform sale in the hub@howells on Thursday 6th April, from 8.30am-9.30pm and 
then from 3pm-5pm. Cash only, prices start from £1. 
 

Any donations of uniform can be brought to the hub@howells during the sale, or left at the Junior or Senior 
School offices. 
 

Spring Concert 
Tickets are now on sale for this year’s Spring Concert on Saturday 1st April at 7pm in the magnificent 
setting of Llandaff Cathedral.  This year we will be treated to a concert of choral and instrumental music 
from our Junior Competition Choir, Youth Choir, Senior Choir, College Choir and Senior Orchestra 
culminating with a performance of Mozart’s beautiful Requiem. Tickets, costing £12 (central nave) and £10 
(side), can be purchased by asking for a member of the Development and Marketing Department. They will 
also be on sale in the Day Room at break and lunchtimes. Click here for more information. 
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