
 Issue No. 145                                                                                                          Friday 22nd September 2017 

The Principal’s Update 
Mrs Davis has spent the majority of this week at the annual GDST Heads’  
Conference in Newcastle so she has handed her pen to me (Mrs Chyba) to write  
today’s View from the Top. 
 

This week’s inaugural HeadsUp@Howell's was launched by Mrs Davis in  
Monday’s assembly and we have organised lots of activities to help improve  
the mental wellbeing of our students and staff.  Activities have included daily  
wellbeing walks, with Disney very much taking the lead, mindfulness classes,  
drop in sessions to meet our counsellor Graeme and culminating today in a  
screening of the uplifting musical comedy, Sing in the Library, which was hugely  
popular. To see photographs from the week take a look at our Twitter account  
and follow the hashtag #HSLHeadsUp. 
 

On Monday evening, the parents of our new Year 12 cohort joined us for their Welcome Meeting, during which 
they found out more about life in the College and met key members of staff. Helping Year 12 settle in to life in 
our College continued last night when they were joined by Year 13 for the College Mixer, a social event which 
aims to give both year groups the chance to get to know each over music and mocktails. Much fun was had 
by all.  
 

Students and staff have been busy raising funds for charities this morning. Year 7 enjoyed their Big Breakfast, 
which was a lovely opportunity for the girls to tuck in to a filling breakfast with their friends and while raising 
money for Latch. Latch is a charity that supports the children who are receiving treatment for cancer.  
Click here for more information. During break, the Senior School staff room was piled high with cakes for a 
MacMillan Coffee morning to raise funds for MacMillan Cancer Care, a charity that provides specialist health 
care, information and financial support to people affected by cancer. Many thanks to students and staff for 
their amazing generosity. 
 

Year 7 Teambuilding Trip 2017  
Last Friday, 15th September, Year 7 continued their programme of ‘First 20’ activities with an activity-filled day 
of making new friends. Click here for more information. 
 

Year 12 Bonding in the Bay 
Our new cohort of Year 12 College students and staff travelled to Cardiff Bay on Friday 15th September to 
take part in a fun-filled day, during which new friendships were forged and students got to see a new side to 
some of their teachers. Click here for more information. 
 

EPQ Presentation Evening 
On the evening of Thursday 15th September, critical thinking was at the heart of the Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ) presentation evening for Year 13, which saw students presenting their wide-ranging 
projects. Click here for more information.  
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Rotary Club  
On Wednesday, our College Interactors were invited to attend the Rotary Club of Cardiff breakfast at 
Whitchurch Golf Club. Click here for more information. 
 

Poets in the Pantry 
Poetry and chocolate...what could be better? Keen poets from Years 7 to 10, spent a wonderful break time 
eating chocolate and writing recipe poems about what makes them happy. Click here for more information. 
 

Sport Stories 
It has been a successful week for sport. Click here for more information. 
 

Futurewise Interviews 
Our incoming College students have been taking part in their Futurewise interviews this week. Futurewise is 
a career guidance and planning programme that supports young people from age 15 to 23. Thank you to Mrs 
Johns, who has worked tirelessly with students this week to successfully complete the Futurewise profiling and 
interview cycle. Comments from some of our learners: 
 

"Talking about University courses has helped me to understand what options are available." 
"I appreciated the information about websites and the one-to-one interview." 
"I came away with loads of suggestions to help me achieve my goals." 
"I enjoyed having my profile results explained to me." 
"The session was reassuring and encouraged me to pursue my dream career." 
 

Celebration Tea 
Mrs Darnton, accompanied by Disney, was delighted to host a Celebration Tea for Senior School and College 
students on Monday 18th September 2017.  Click here for more information. 
 

Parent Blog 
This week’s instalment of our Parent Blog is available to read by clicking here. 
 

Harvest Festival 
We are holding our annual Harvest Festival on Friday 29th September. Please can students bring their 
donations straight to the Sports Hall on Friday morning before going to lessons. Any donations of non-
perishable goods, such as tea, coffee, biscuits, pasta or rice and tinned goods are greatly appreciated by all 
the charities. This year your donations will be shared between the Salvation Army, Barnardo’s and City 
Hospice (formerly George Thomas Hospice Care). Thank you for your support. 
 

The Great Howell’s Bake Off 
The Great Howell's Bake Off is approaching during the week commencing Monday 2nd October, so get your 
ovens up to temperature. The categories this year are as follows: 
 
Monday                              Year 7                     Cupcakes 
Tuesday                             Year 8                     Tray bakes 
Wednesday                        Year 9                     ‘The Ultimate Cookie’ 
Thursday                            Year 10 & 11           One-layer decorated cake 
Friday                                 College/Staff           Two-layer decorated cake 
 
Any submissions need to be taken to the Dining Room at the beginning of the day where they will be judged 
by Mrs Price and the catering staff, then sold for charity at break. 
 

Book Week on Monday 2nd – Friday 6th October  
Howell’s celebrates Book Week on Monday 2nd – Friday 6th October with a Mayhem & Mystery themed 
programme of events touching upon literary detectives, spies, villains, sidekicks and henchmen as well as 
thrillers, suspense and mystery stories of all kinds! Click here for full details of the exciting book events, 
including a fun book-themed dress-up day. 
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Talent 2030 National Engineering Competition for Girls 
The 2017-2018 Talent 2030 National Engineering Competition for Girls opens on 25 September for girls aged 
11-18.  Click here for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Diary Dates  
Whole School Open Afternoon and College Fair 
Don’t forget that our next Whole School Open Afternoon for prospective students and parents will take 
place on Thursday 28th September from 1.30pm to 3.30pm, followed by our College Fair from 4pm 
until 6pm. Please do pass on the information to anyone you think might be interested in visiting 
Howell’s. For further information please email admissions@how.gdst.net or telephone 02920 261832.  
 

Parent Pyramid 
Our next Parent Pyramid drop in sessions will take place on the following days in the Hub @ Howell’s: 
 

Wednesday 11rd October at 8.45am 
Thursday 23rd November at 2.30pm 
 

Whole School Open Day and Year 7 and Year 12 Taster Days 
Our next Whole School Open Day for prospective parents and students will take place on Saturday 
14th October from 9.00am until 2.00pm. Visitors will register in the Hub @ Howell’s before being taken 
on tours by our current students. Following the tour, visitors will have the opportunity to talk to staff 
members over a coffee and a Welsh cake.  No booking is required for the Open Day, and tours will be 
running all day. 
 

During the Open Day, we will be running our popular taster days for Year 7 and Year 12. Current Year 
5 and Year 6 students can join us for Hogwarts at Howell's, a chance to experience the magic of a 
Howell's education, punctuated with explosions from the potions labs.  
 

For current Year 11 students keen to have a taste of life in our co-ed college, our College Taster day 
offers young people the chance to take part in lessons in their favourite subject, meet with the subject 
teachers and spend time getting to know everyone at Howell's. 
 

For more information or to book a place for either taster day please contact Chrissie Hall-Davis on 
02920 261832 or by email at Chrissie.Hall-Davis@how.gdst.net.  
 

Please do pass on the details to anyone who may be interested. 
 

Hogwarts @ Howell’s Ball in aid of Marie Curie 
Marie Curie Cancer Care will be holding a Hogwarts @ Howell’s Ball in the Great Hall at 7.30pm on 
Saturday 14th October. Tickets for this black tie evening cost £60 and include a sparkling reception, 
dinner, auction, raffle, entertainment and dancing. Profit from the evening will go towards the Penarth 
Hospice. For more information or if you would to reserve tickets please email amanda@aapr.co.uk.  
 

Annie 
We are very excited to be presenting a whole school production of the classic Annie for three nights 
from Tuesday 17th until Thursday 19th October. Set in 1930s New York during The Great Depression, 
young Annie is forced to live a life of misery at Miss Hannigan’s orphanage but her luck changes when 
she is chosen to spend a Christmas with famous billionaire, Oliver Warbucks. With lots of memorable 
songs including It’s The Hard-Knock Life, Easy Street and Tomorrow it really will be a production not to 
be missed. Tickets will go on general sale this coming Monday, 25th September. 
 

Christmas Fair 
The festivities will begin in style with our Christmas Fair on Friday 1st December and will be a lovely 
afternoon for all the family. Look out for further information after the half term holiday. 
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I hope you have a fantastic weekend and I look forward to seeing students and staff on Monday, which marks 

the start of Languages Week. 

 
Mrs Natalie Chyba, Deputy Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Hall Crystal Ball 
On Friday 8th December 2017, Howell's will be holding The Great Hall Crystal Ball, organised by the 
Parent Pyramid, in the magnificent surroundings of the newly restored Great Hall. Tickets will be 
available in the coming weeks. 
 

Carol Services 
Llandaff Cathedral will once again provide the perfect setting for this year’s Carol Services which will 
take place on Tuesday 12th December. More detailed information will be available after the half term 
break. 
 

 


