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The Principal’s Update 
I have had an extremely interesting week attending the HMC (the Headmasters'  
and Headmistresses' Conference) Conference in Belfast. Themes included  
celebrating difference and the importance of taking risks. There were fascinating  
talks from a variety of speakers including Jonathan Powell, Tony Blair’s former  
Chief of Staff who was a negotiator in the Northern Ireland peace process, and  
John Lloyd, the creator of television series such as Blackadder and QI.  
 

While I have been in Belfast I understand that mouth-watering smells have been  
coming from the Dining Room every morning, as students and staff have taking 
part in the renowned Howell’s Bake Off. Congratulations to everyone who has  
channelled their inner Prue Leiths and Paul Hollywoods to produce such amazing  
cakes, biscuits and goodies.  
 

Book Week has been a celebration of the benefits of reading  
and its impact on our emotional health, empathy and wellbeing. It really has been an extraordinary week with 
so many highlights, including a pop-up bookshop with Mrs Mel Griffin from Griffin Books, a murder mystery 
themed own clothes day and a visit from much loved author Robin Stevens, creator of the Murder Most 
Unladylike Mysteries series of detective books. Thank you to Mrs Wilks, Mrs Norman, Miss Davis and 
everyone who made the week so special. 
 

Thank you to all parents and students who attended yesterday evening’s Year 13 Parents’ Meeting. It is 
invaluable to meet with you and update you on the progress of your daughters and sons. 
 

Safety on Site 
In recent months, our Leadership Team has focussed on making the Howell’s dropping off and collection 
times work much better for the benefit of student safety. Measures taken have included a one way system, 
very clear signage indicating the 5 mph speed limit and the recent addition of speed bumps. Members of our 
estates team are also on duty to assist at 3.30pm. To ensure the system works, we need the cooperation of 
all parents and we recognise it is a minority who park badly, leave engines running or drive too quickly. Last 

week, we sent out the dos and don’ts for driving on site and we would urge you to take them on board and 
accept difficulty and some delay at key times. For a city centre school we do have 240 parking spaces which 
is far more than most but even that is not enough at busy times and we are also transporting some 150 pupils 
in our own buses.  However hard we try, we need your support and urge that you drive carefully and certainly 
at no more than 5 mph. 
 

Please also be aware that when there are barriers placed on the tennis courts they are not to be moved under 
any circumstances. These barriers are in place when students are taking part in sport activities and are vital 
for the safety of our students. 
 

I appreciate your cooperation in these matters and I am sure you will agree that the safety of our students is 
imperative. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Howell’s Crescent 
Many of you will be aware that there are currently gas works taking place on Howell’s Crescent. I would be 
very grateful if you could refrain from dropping off or collecting your daughter or son from Howell’s Crescent if 
possible. 
 

GDST Young Leaders’ Conference 2017 
Our Head Girl (Rosie T), Head Boy (Rob L), Deputy Head Girl (Katie J) and Deputy Head Boy (Oliver R) were 
put through their paces over the weekend of 29th September- 1st October. Click here for more information. 
 

Year 12 Learn More About EPQ 
On Thursday 28th September, four of our current Year 13 students presented their Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ) projects to our Year 12 students. Click here for more information. 
 

National Poetry Day Celebrations  
On Thursday 28th September, we enjoyed celebrating National Poetry Day. Click here for more information. 
 

Year 11's Literary Tea Party 
Characters from Dickens, Austen, Russell and Shakespeare joined Year 11's English lesson for tea and cakes 
on Wednesday 4th October to celebrate Howell's Book Week. Click here for more information. 
 

Blood, Songs and Tears 
A trip to the theatre almost ended in tears when Year 11 attended the latest production of the Willy Russell 
musical Blood Brothers. Click here for more information. 
 

Staff & Students Charity Netball Match  
On Friday 29th September, the Senior School staff team and two College teams played in the annual mini-
tournament. Click here for more information. 
 

D of E News 
It’s a very exciting time of year for the DofE department as we welcome the new Year 9 Bronze award group 
and get the Year 12s started on their Gold challenge. We are also pleased to announce that Gold will be 
available this year for the first time to any student on their 16th birthday, so any Year 11s about to turn 16 
should keep a look out for the ‘Gold’ envelope. 
 

Congratulations to the Year 13 students who all successfully completed their Gold Qualifying Expeditions 
during the summer holidays. The assessor was very impressed by students’ skill set and level of enthusiasm. 
Thanks goes to Mrs Jones, Mr Lewis and Mr Hughes for getting them through it. Year 13 now need to focus on 
completing the other sections and start booking the residential.  
 

Y10 students have been doing their expedition presentations this week. Mr Hughes and Mrs Morris were very 
impressed by the content and confident delivery of these, well done to all involved!  Now is the time to be 
completing the other sections ensuring all evidence is uploaded onto eDofE for approval in time for the award 
ceremony, which will be taking place after October half term. Any questions or queries, please do get in touch 
with Mrs Morris by emailing J.Morris@how.gdst.net.  
 

Parent Blog 
This week’s instalment of our Parent Blog is available to read by clicking here. 
 

Bags 2 Schools 
On Friday 20th October (the last day before half term) Howell's School will be holding the first Bag-2-School 
charity collection for this year. Donations of any unwanted or ill-fitting clothes, bags, paired shoes etc. will be 
very gratefully received. Please bring your donations into school on the morning of the 20th for collection from 
the bandstand, which is located in the car park next to the tennis courts. Junior School girls will take home 
their own collection bag, and their donations can be left in the pavilion in the car park. Students in Senior 
School and College will have a collection point in their form room so they can pool all donations as a team 
effort. 
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Careers Corner 
With national work experience week taking place from 16th-20th October, students in Years 11-13 have already 
been alerted to the application processes from several key employers. This also includes information coming 
in for apprenticeship applications. Please encourage your daughters and sons to check their school email 
accounts regularly as there is often a very short turn around date on applications. Please ensure that any 
arrangements made comply with school or college guidance on attendance and that any communication is 
directly with the provider. 
 

Year 10 will be attending a careers event at the Motorpoint Arena next Thursday, 12th October. Please ensure 
that your daughter's consent form has been returned to her form tutor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diary Dates  
 

Parent Pyramid 
Our next Parent Pyramid drop in sessions will take place on the following days in the Hub @ Howell’s: 
 

Wednesday 11rd October at 8.45am 
Thursday 23rd November at 2.30pm 
 

Whole School Open Day and Year 7 and Year 12 Taster Days 
Our next whole school Open Day for prospective parents and students will take place on Saturday 
14th October from 9.00am until 2.00pm. Visitors will register in the Hub @ Howell’s before being taken on 
tours by our current students. Following the tour, visitors will have the opportunity to talk to staff 
members over a coffee and a Welsh cake.  No booking is required for the Open Day, and tours will be 
running all day. The last tour will start at 1.00pm. 
 

During the Open Day, we will be running our popular taster days for Year 7 and Year 12. Current Year 5 
and Year 6 students can join us for Hogwarts at Howell's, a chance to experience the magic of a Howell's 
education, punctuated with explosions from the potions labs! 
 

For current Year 11 students keen to have a taste of life in our co-ed college, our College Taster Day offers 
young people the chance to take part in lessons in their favourite subject, meet with the subject teachers 
and spend time getting to know everyone at Howell's. 
 

For more information or to book a place for either taster day please contact Chrissie Hall-Davis on 02920 
261832 or by email at Chrissie.Hall-Davis@how.gdst.net. Please do pass on the details to anyone who 
may be interested. 
 

Antiques Valuation Day 
Marie Curie will be holding an Antiques Valuation Day with renowned antiques experts Eric Knowles, 
Tom Kean and Paul Hayes in Howell’s on Sunday 15th October from 11am until 4.00pm.  Click here for 
more information. 
 

Get your Annie Tickets on Sale 
Demand for tickets for our whole school production of Annie has been higher than the Empire State 
Building, so if you haven't bought yours yet be sure to get them soon.  The show runs for three nights from 
Tuesday 17th until Thursday 19th October.  To purchase tickets, please ask for a member of the Marketing 
team at the main reception in the Senior School. They will also be on sale for students to buy in the Day 
Room at break times. Alternatively, email Hannah.Roberts@how.gdst.net to reserve tickets. 
 

Christmas Fair 
This year, the Howell's School Christmas Fair is on Friday 1st December from 1.30-5.30pm in our Sports 
Hall, and I am now taking bookings for stall-holders. It is a wonderful, very busy shopping event, with 
around 40 individual stalls, Father Christmas on hand to take present requests and our well known, and 
very well-stocked, cake stall! Booking is now open for stall holders so if you, or someone you know, would 
like to take a stall at the Christmas Fair, please email Rachel Eling in the Marketing Department on 
r.eling@how.gdst.net. 

 

Tickets for the Great Hall Crystal Ball Are Selling Fast 
There are just a few tables left for the Great Hall Crystal Ball on Friday 8th December 2017. This glittering 
black-tie celebration of the restored Great Hall promises to be a fantastic night for parents and friends of 
Howell’s School. Tickets are £65 each, which includes a drinks reception, a three-course dinner and 
dancing to a live band. To purchase individual tickets at £65, or to book a table of up to 12 people, please 
contact: Katrina Manuel 07989742010 or Joanna Hurley 07971405525.  
 

Carol Services 
Llandaff Cathedral will once again provide the perfect setting for this year’s Carol Services which 
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Wishing you a wonderful weekend and I look forward to welcoming students back on Monday for another 
productive week. 
 
Mrs Sally Davis, Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates  
 

Tickets for the Great Hall Crystal Ball Are Selling Fast 
There are just a few tables left for the Great Hall Crystal Ball on Friday 8th December 2017. This glittering 
black-tie celebration of the restored Great Hall promises to be a fantastic night for parents and friends of 
Howell’s School. Tickets are £65 each, which includes a drinks reception, a three-course dinner and 
dancing to a live band. To purchase individual tickets at £65, or to book a table of up to 12 people, please 
contact: Katrina Manuel 07989742010 or Joanna Hurley 07971405525.  
 

Carol Services 
Llandaff Cathedral will once again provide the perfect setting for this year’s Carol Services which will take 
place on Tuesday 12th December. More detailed information will be available after the half term break.  

 


