
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

        
Date 7th July 2017 

The Head’s update 
Dear Parents 
 

Staff News 
We are delighted that Miss A Griffiths has returned following the birth of her baby boy, 
Morgan. 
 

Mrs Maidment and Mrs Kursitis were invited to London to attend the Draper’s 
Company Service on Wednesday.  It is a prestigious event and Mrs Kursitis and 
Mrs Maidment had the fortunate experiences of visiting Drapers’ Hall for lunch.  
 
 

 
 
 

Last Day of term 
The Junior School are finishing at 1.30pm on Thursday 20th July.  There will be no After School Care.  
The Senior School will finish at 2pm.   

 

Founders’ Day  
One of the highlights of the summer at Howell's is Founders’ Day and the Thomas Howell Break, which will 
take place on Friday 14th July. This special morning brings the whole School and College together to 
celebrate the ways we have, over the last school year, built on the foundations laid by Thomas Howell more 
than 500 years ago, when he left provision in his will for the benefit of orphan maidens. Founders Day will 
be an own clothes day and the theme will be Howell’s own colours, navy and gold/yellow. Students and 
staff are encouraged to pay £1, which will go to the Howell’s Bursary Fund. 

 

Disney Day  
On Thursday 20th July the girls may dress up as a Disney character.  Martha (Year 8) who passed away in 
January loved Disney and we would like to raise money in her honour.  A donation of a £1 would be 
gratefully received.  

 

Year 6 
Please can all Year 6 girls wear their PE kit to school on their first day back after Storey Arms on Monday 
17th July. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 3 Trip @Bristol 
On Friday 30th June Year 3 went to @Bristol.  We split into 6 groups Eloise, Anja and I were in my mum’s 
group, because my mum went on the trip with us as well.  When we got there, we walked upstairs to our 
learning room. Then the mums left us to go to the coffee shop downstairs but while they did that we all sat 
down at the table and learnt about light and shadow.  The coolest thing that I saw was a demonstration that 
showed the rays of light through magicians smoke.   After that, all the groups got together with their group 
leaders (mums) and had an explore downstairs. The best thing that I went on was the Hamster Wheel.  
While we were playing with all the equipment my mum said that it was like herding cats trying to keep us all 
together.  
 
After lunch, we all went upstairs to play with the other exhibits. My favourite exhibit was making my own 
animated film with my mum, there were many other exhibits but I did not have much space to tell you about 
them all.  
Finally, we went to see the Planetarium in 3D. While we were waiting there were small things to play with. 
Then the doors opened and on the way in we got given 3D glasses to wear when it starts. We all went into 
a big ball with a screen all around us so we could look anywhere.  Then it started and planet after planet 
came onto the screen.  
It was a great day out.  By Francesca 

 

Caerleon 
Year 4 were enthralled to be going on this outstanding trip.  On the bus we sang a Roman song that Mr 
Beckett taught us and it really annoyed our teachers!  We went in to a replica of the barrack rooms, and 
tried on armour and shoes like the Roman soldiers used to wear.  Then we got split up into two groups and 
one group did some Roman role play and learnt some Roman numerals and Latin words.   Later, we went 
to an Amphitheatre where we saw the animals that were kept and where the gladiators prayed to stay alive.  
We had an exciting time!  
By Lara, Diya and Bella 

 
 
  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior Science Made Simple 
On Wednesday 5th July, Jacky (1S) and Josey (N) attended the Senydd to 
join in the 15th birthday celebration of Science Made Simple as video 
competition finalists.  The Senydd was alive with interactive science stands 
and stalls displaying STEM projects of the many schools visiting the 
celebration from around the UK. Guests were entertained by talks from some 
VIPs and a variety of science shows from the Science Made Simple 
presenters. Of particular note was the speech by the AM for Skills and 
Science who strongly extolled the need to encourage women into roles in 
STEM. (Apparently women currently only fill 20% of the roles available and 
this is a major contributing factor to the ongoing gender pay gap in the UK). 
After a yummy lunch with huge pieces of birthday cake, the finalist videos 
were shown and the winners announced.  Jacky and Josey were ecstatic to 
find they came first in their category.  Having previously said she might 
spend the prize money on a bike, after spending a day enjoying lots and lots 
of science, Jacky now says she wants an annual pass to Techniquest and a Rubik’s Cube! 

 
 

Enterprise Troopers 
Well done to Freya McIntyre, Carys Hale, Ellie Creighton and Amy 
Devonish who participated in the Welsh final of the Enterprise 
Trooper competition on Tuesday. 12 Welsh school groups battled it 
out to see who was the best young people’s business in Wales. Our 
girls were crowned with the ‘Most Innovative’ award for their ‘scratch 
and reveal’ cards. Well done girls! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Lost Property 
Our collection of unnamed lost property will be displayed in the playground after school every day next 
week.   



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Junior Ski Team 
Congratulations to our Junior School Ski team who won 5 medals at the Cardiff and SE Wales Schools Ski 
Championships on Wednesday evening. There was some superb skiing despite the far from ideal slope 
conditions - too much dry weather makes for a sticky slope! In the U8 competition Lottie M achieved Bronze 
and Charlotte H achieved Silver. Jess m was awarded Silver in the U10 age group and Lucy M won Gold in 
the U12s unregistered competition and Bronze overall. The girls are looking forward to the Welsh 
Championships in Llangrannog on the 8th October! 
 

 
 
That’s the way to do it 
Year 2's topic this term has been ‘Ar Lan y Môr’, and through this they have learnt about the Victorian 
seaside. On Monday 3rd July, Professor Bugle visited us, and treated the girls to a special Punch and Judy 
show. The girls thoroughly enjoyed the performance and they were shown how many of the puppets are 
made and also given interesting insights into the history of Punch and Judy.  Read more here  
 

School Council Bring and Buy Sale 
The breaktime bring and buy sale went really well this morning, the School Council team worked hard 
serving all of the girls from Reception to Year 6 who got some real bargains! They raised a total of £59.75 
for the bursary fund. 
 

Stepping Stones 
Today our annual ‘Stepping Stones’ 
presentation took place.  Over 50 girls 
received a bronze, silver or gold award and it 
was a pleasure to hear them share their 
experiences.  Huge congratulations to 
everyone involved. 
 
I look forward to introducing Year 3 to the 
challenge in September! 
Mrs Holley 
  

http://www.howells-cardiff.gdst.net/news-article/thats-the-way-to-do-it


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Champagne Cycle Challenge and Summer Fair 
As Howell’s basked in glorious sunshine on Sunday 2nd July, over 300 students, parents, alumni, 
staff and friends filled up water bottles, pulled on the Lycra and checked their tyres ready for this 
year’s Champagne Cycle Challenge, Summer Fair and Barbecue. Click here for more information.  

Parent Blog 
The latest instalment of our Parent Blog is available to read by clicking here. 
 

Estate Update 

The past and coming year are busier than ever as years four and five of a five year estate plan are 
fully implemented. Click here to see an update of the estate works which have been completed and 
future works taking place over the coming months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Diary Dates  
 

 
 

Summer Concert – Wednesday 19th July 2017 
Tickets (£7 for adults, free for children) are now on sale for our Once Upon a Time themed Summer 
Concert which takes place in the Sports Hall on Wednesday 19th July.  Tickets are available from the main 
office in the Senior School and ask for a member of the Marketing team or students can buy them directly 
from the Marketing Office. As ever it promises to be a magical evening of music making from students in 
Years 7-10. 
 

John Lewis Uniform Fitting Evening 
On Wednesday 16th August from 3-8pm, John Lewis will be holding an exclusive uniform fitting event for 
Howell’s at their store in Cardiff. To book please call 02920 536 088 and ask for the Schoolwear 
Department to make a uniform fitting appointment. Click here for more information.  
 

The Great Hall Crystal Ball 
On Friday 8th December 2017, Howell's School will be holding The Great Hall Crystal Ball, organised by 
the Parent Pyramid, in the magnificent surroundings of the newly restored Great Hall. Tickets will be 
available from September. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.howells-cardiff.gdst.net/news-article/champagne-cycle-challenge-and-summer-fair
http://www.howells-cardiff.gdst.net/ParentPyramid.aspx
http://www.howells-cardiff.gdst.net/ParentPyramid.aspx
http://www.howells-cardiff.gdst.net/news-article/-howells-estates-update-july-2017
https://howells.fireflycloud.net/Resources/Parents%20%5BFhh%5D/Parent%20Documents%20%5BF5vu%5D/File%20List/Useful%20Documents/John%20Lewis/Howell%27s%20Fitting%20Event%20Flyer%202017.pdf


 
 

 
 

 

  

Junior School Dates  
Tuesday 11th July 2pm-3pm Year 1 - African Extravaganza 

Wednesday 12th July Reception Ugly Bug Ball 

Monday 17th July ‘Moving Up’ afternoon  

Tuesday 18th July  Nursery Sports Day in JS Hall 

Tuesday 18th July 1.30pm to 3.15pm Junior School Sports Day from 1.30pm at UWIC 

Tuesday 18th July 4.30pm to 6.30pm Year 6 Leavers’ Party JS Hall 

Thursday 20th July End of Summer Term.  Finish a 1.30pm no ASC 

Monday 4th September Inset Day 

Tuesday 5th September Inset Day 

Wednesday 6th September First Day of Autumn Term 

Wednesday 6th September 6pm Meet the Teacher 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

TOOT Holiday Care Club 24th July – 18th August 
If you need childcare over the summer holidays, do email Mrs Ludlam on 

TOOT@how.gdst.net as soon as possible to make a booking or find out more.  

Places are filling quickly and the last date for booking and return of all 

paperwork is Friday 14th July. 

As well as the themed arts and crafts below, we have our regular weekly events 

such as swimming and cookery and lots of exciting and stimulating activities for 

the children to enjoy both inside and out.   

The TOOT staff look forward to seeing your children there! 

Summer TOOT Holiday Care Club Timetable  
for 3 - 9 year olds 

Monday 24th July – Friday 18th August 2017 
Places are filling quickly for Summer TOOT so please email TOOT@how.gdst.net  

to request forms and/or make a provisional booking. 

 The cost is £40 per day to include breakfast, lunch, snacks, tea, visits and activities. 

 
 
 

TOOT Timetable with Themed Activities  
Monday/Friday swimming, Tuesday – dance, Wednesday – cookery, Thursday – trip out 

Week 1   24 – 28th July  – The World of Disney 

Making character masks, desk buddy trolls, Disney puppets, Mickey/Minnie cupcakes and 

 Magic Show (Wed). Trip to Disney store for drawing workshop with road train picnic. 

Week 2   31st July – 4th August – Island Holidays 

Grass skirt and Lei making, Moana necklaces and dressing up dolls, sea turtles, fruit cones and 

Hawaiian Pizza. Trip to Barry Island and Porthkerry Park. 

Week 3   7 – 11th August - Slow boat to China 

Paper lanterns and fans, Kung Fu Pandas, Dragon puppets, Chinese drums and Fortune cookies. 

Chinese activity and food tasting morning with games in Llandaff Fields. 

Week 4   14 – 18th August – The Dinosaurs are coming 

Model dinosaurs and key rings, dinosaur babies, volcanoes, candle making and fossil biscuits. 

Trip to National Museum Dinosaur Babies Exhibition and Picnic in the Park. 

Last date for return of all paperwork and payment - next Friday 14th July. 

mailto:TOOT@how.gdst.net
mailto:TOOT@how.gdst.net
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=9IGQeo9rb_2FbM&tbnid=DS58dhYRU_M1uM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://s448.photobucket.com/user/luna9018/media/sun-clipart.jpg.html&ei=QsFrU76BKImayAHi_oDIDw&psig=AFQjCNFBg5fHHZl6wbygt3jT1N_qPqMmjg&ust=1399657147492396
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=9IGQeo9rb_2FbM&tbnid=DS58dhYRU_M1uM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://s448.photobucket.com/user/luna9018/media/sun-clipart.jpg.html&ei=QsFrU76BKImayAHi_oDIDw&psig=AFQjCNFBg5fHHZl6wbygt3jT1N_qPqMmjg&ust=1399657147492396


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Findings from the Out of School Care Clubs  
Parent Questionnaire May 2017 

Many thanks  to all those who returned the Parent Questionnaire looking at Breakfast Club, After School Care and 
TOOT Holiday Care Club in Howell's. Our Out of School Care Managers were very keen to hear your thoughts on 
these areas of school life in order that we can improve our provision and maintain a good working partnership with 
our parents. Here are the findings. 

 Excellent         Good    Satisfactory                 N/A Comments 

 

Suitability of opening times for the  

 Breakfast and After School Club 

 TOOT Holiday Club  

84% 11% 5% - 'occasional later pick up would 
be convenient'. 
'earlier drop off at 7am'. 
'would appreciate a 7:30 am 
start'. 

 

Quality of the indoor environment set out  
by the Out of School Care staff each day.  

89% 11% - - 'good that older girls can use IT 
room'. 

 

Quality of  

 the outdoor environment used 

 the TOOT trips   
 

79% 21% - - 'good if ASC could use outside 
space a bit more'. 
'Toot trips always hugely 
enjoyed'. 

Quality of activities provided  89% 11% - - 'TOOT could provide more 
sports based activities or link 
with King's Camp'. 

 

Quality of food provided each day. 

 breakfast, snacks and tea in ASC 

 Breakfast , lunch, snacks and tea in TOOT  

47% 32% 16% 5% 'too much butter in some 
sandwiches and choice of bread 
would be beneficial'. 
'Not many healthy options at 
breakfast'. 

 

Quality of verbal and written communication  
you receive about the clubs.  
 

68% 27% 5% -  

 Yes   No   Don’t know   

 

Do you feel the club/s has/have a  
happy atmosphere? 

95% - 5%   

 

Does/Do your child(ren) enjoy attending  
the Out of School Care Club/s and look  
forward to attending 
 

95% 5% -  'always really impressed by how 
happy the girls are and how well 
the staff know them'. 

 

Is there a particular aspect to the club/s  
that you feel we could improve? 

27% 68% 5%  'A quiet (but supervised) space 
for older girls to be encouraged 
to do homework'. 
'more variety of sandwiches'. 

Are you happy with the security of the  
settings?  

95% - 5%   

  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Do you feel the staff have good, purposeful 
 relationships with your child(ren)?  

100% - -  'very helpful and welcoming 
staff in ASC'. 
'Staff excellent, relate well to 
girls and provide stimulating 
and enjoyable activities'. 

Other comments and suggestions 
Can TOOT be for over 9s or if a sibling is under 9, can an older one come too? 
Let Juniors do crafts downstairs. 
Thank you to all the staff who provide such a valuable service. 
I cannot fault any aspects of all 3 clubs. 
Lovely caring and professional staff and a good variety of activities. 
Overall ASC and TOOT are excellent and we could not manage without them. 

Responses 
 Regarding opening times, we are unable to change these at present. 

 After School Care Club do try and use the outside spaces as much as possible but it is usually after the clubs have 
finished to enable close supervision of the children and is dependent on staffing. 

 The comments about food have been passed on to the catering team. 

 The possibility of TOOT linking with other clubs, hosted by Howell’s, is being explored in the end of year review.  
We are also looking at the possibility of older siblings above 9 years accompanying their younger siblings to TOOT. 

  


