
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

        Date 16th March 2018 

The Head’s update 
Dear Parents 
 

Staff News 
I’m delighted to announce that Miss Alison Griffiths is expecting a baby in September.  Our 
very best wishes go to her and her husband. 
 
I’m not so delighted to announce that Mrs Deina price is leaving us at the end of next week, 
her last day being Friday 23rd March.  Mrs Price is taking early retirement, so she may spend 
more time with her husband, both at home and Barbados!  Mrs Price has worked at Howell’s 
since 2011 and I’d like to thank her for her hard work and commitment and in particular for her 
exceptional contribution to netball coaching.  She will be sorely missed by girls, parents and 
staff alike.  
 

English Speaking Union 
On Tuesday, a Year 5 team represented Howell’s at the English Speaking Union Debate final. Rhea M, 
Carys M and Elizabeth J argued against the statement “Summer Holidays Are Too Long”. The girls put 
together a solid argument and performed brilliantly on the night; speaking clearly, projecting their voices and 
explaining their points well. Carys did a fantastic job questioning an opposing team, Rhea was presented 
with a Highly Commended certificate for her role as speaker, and Elizabeth was given Highly Commended 
for her position as Chair. Well done girls! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Story Time  
It was lovely to welcome the youngest members of our community to our Nursery Story Time 
on Thursday morning.  They were all enthralled with the story ‘Bear’s Adventures to the Moon’ 
and sang some super nursery rhymes together. We look forward to seeing you all again soon. 
 

Parents Evening 
It was lovely to see so many parents attending out parents’ evenings this week.  I do hope 
you found the feedback useful. 
 

Sport Relief 

Our School Council led assembly on Wednesday to share with the girls the exciting events that we have 
lined up to support Sport Relief next week: 
  

 Sport Relief wrist bands will be on sale for £1 each from Monday 

 On Tuesday, Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be running (or walking) a mile around Llandaff Fields, there is an 
optional donation of £2. As well as supporting Sport Relief, by taking part we will be part of the 
#GDSTgirlsruntheworld collectively covering the circumference of the earth 24,901.461 miles, where 
a total of 19,000 pupils, 3,500 staff and 75,000 alumnae take part 

 Tuesday –  Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2 will take part in a danceathon in our hall  

 Please can all girls to wear PE kit to school on Tuesday 
 

Hockey Club 
There will be NO Hockey Clubs taking place in the Junior School next week. Year 5 will be having their 
sleep-over on Thursday evening, whilst Year 3, 4 and Year 6 Hockey Clubs will be disrupted by the 
shortened Friday. There will also be no more hockey clubs taking place after Easter, with Cricket, Tennis, 
Athletics and Rounders becoming more prominent in the timetable. 
 

Sports News 
A very busy day at Talybont Sports Centre for the Year 6 Netball team on Tuesday 13th March. After a 
successful tournament at Cathedral School a month previously, the girls had qualified for this regional final 
along with 12 others schools from Cardiff and the Vale. Howell's played 5 games in the morning: 
 
Howells 0-2 Bro Morgannwg 
Howells 7-0 St John Lloyd 
Howells 9-0 Christ the King 
Howells 7-0 Millbank 
Howells 3-0 Hywell Dda 
  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
After an initial defeat, Howell’s went on to win four matches by an aggregate score of 26-0 and progressed to 
the afternoon's final group stage. At this stage, the girls played against undefeated Whitchurch Primary and 
held them to a 1-1 draw in a thrilling match, before defeating Iolo Morgannwg 4-3 in an even more 
exhilarating contest. As a result, Howell's finished 3rd place overall and took home the bronze medals. It was 
an outstanding set of performances by the team who should be proud of what they have achieved this year. 
 

Easter Film Camp—9th-13th April  
Former Howell's student Emily Howell is running another one of her very popular Film Camps over the Easter 
holidays. Some of our younger students will remember Emily from when she worked as a Teaching Assistant 
in the Junior School while studying for her MA in Acting at Bath Spa University. From 9th to 13th April (9am-
3.30pm), Howell Productions will be filming an adaptation of Kipling's Jungle Book on a private estate in Old 
St Mellons. Suitable for children aged 7-13, the week-long camp is held outdoors and includes workshops, 
games and filming and culminates in a premiere of the film once the edits have been made. Emily and her 
team are all trained actors, and the film camp gives students the opportunity to be involved in the creative 
process of making a film from start to finish. The cost for the week is £200 per child, for more information 
contact Howell Productions: 07793 773073 www.howellproductions.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/HowellProductions/ 
 

Stay and Play 
If you have any good quality toys that you no longer need that are suitable from birth to three, we would be 
very grateful for donations for our Stay + Play sessions.  Please could you bring any donations to Ty Hapus 
before the end of term.  Thank you so much for your generosity.  
 

Junior School Instrumental Evening 2018 
The Junior School Instrumental Evening will be held on Thursday 26th April 2018 at 7pm in the Junior School 
Hall (2nd week after the Easter break). The following ensembles will be taking part:  
 

 Junior School Orchestra 

 Junior School Wind Band 

 String Machine 

 Junior Rock 

 Band Skills groups (who are ready to perform) 

 Shake, Rattle & Roll  

 Junior Flute Choir  

 Y3 violinists (both classes) 

 Y4 brass players (both classes)  

 The winning instrumental soloists from the recent Eisteddfod Individual Instrumental Competition.  
 

Further information regarding tickets will be available next week. 
Keep playing! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.howellproductions.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/HowellProductions/


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
JCC 
There will be no JCC rehearsal next Wednesday 21st March as the music staff will be at a rehearsal for the 
Senior School Spring Concert. 
Rehearsals continue after the Easter break. 
 

English-Speaking Union Primary School Public Speaking Competition 
Following last week’s workshop on public speaking, we welcomed back eight teams of local primary school 
children to the Great Hall to compete in the sixth English-Speaking Union Primary School Public 
Speaking Competition on the evening of Tuesday 13th March.  Click here for more information.  

 

Parent Blog 
This week’s Parent Blog, In Full Voice, is available for you to enjoy reading by clicking here. 
 

Last day of Spring Term 
On Friday 23rd March, the Junior School will be finishing at 1pm and there will be no after school care on this day.  

 
Junior School Dates 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 23rd March  
 

Easter Holiday 1pm finish 
There will be no After School Care  

Monday 16th April  Summer Term begins 

Thursday 19th April Class Photographs – Summer Dress 

Thursday 26th April  Junior School Musical Evening 

Monday 7th May May Day Bank Holiday 

Thursday 24th May am KS2 Swimming Gala at Cardiff International Pool 

Friday 25th May Inset Day 

Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June Half term  

Monday 4th June Inset Day 

Friday 15th June 12.30 Junior School Sports Day at UWIC, Cyncoed  

Friday 13th July 1pm Finish for Summer holiday  
There will be no After School Care 

https://www.howells-cardiff.gdst.net/news-article/english-speaking-union-primary-school-public-speaking-competition
https://www.howells-cardiff.gdst.net/userfiles/files/Parent%20Blog/Spring%202018/BLOG%2016th%20March%202018.pdf


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Diary Dates  

 

Mrs Scott Steps Out 
Mrs Scott will step out for the final time this term on Tuesday 20th March when she will be in St Andrew’s 
Church, Penylan at 10am-12pm. Children learn through discovery, and thoughtfully structured play 
provides endless opportunities for them to find out about the world around them. Join the team from 
Howell’s Nursery for a free stay and play event, where your little one can explore a world of adventure 
and imagination, and you can relax with refreshments and good company. Please do pass on the 
information to anyone you think might like to come along. For more information please telephone 029 
2026 1832 or by email at admissions@how.gdst.net. 

 

Junior School Welcome to Attend Senior School Spring Concert  
Tickets for the Spring Concert, which will include performances from students in Years 10 to 13 are 
flying out of the Marketing Suite so do buy them soon to avoid disappointment.  The concert will take 
place in the Great Hall at 6.30pm. Tickets cost £6 and are available by asking for a member of the 
Marketing Team at the main office. Alternatively students can purchase them from the Marketing Suite at 
break, lunchtime or before/after the school day. Click here for more information. 
 

Matilda Tickets – Sold Out 
Our allocation of tickets for the performance of Matilda at the Wales Millennium Centre on Wednesday 
5th December at 7.30pm has sold out. We are now operating a waiting list so if anyone would like to be 
added to the list please email Hannah Roberts in the Marketing Office, hannah.roberts@how.gdst.net.  

mailto:admissions@how.gdst.net
https://howells.fireflycloud.net/Resources/Parents%20%5BFhh%5D/Parent%20Documents%20%5BF5vu%5D/Spring%20Concert%20Poster%202018.pdf
mailto:hannah.roberts@how.gdst.net


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TOOT Timetable over Easter 2018 
If you have booked your child into TOOT over Easter, please read the timetable 

below so that you know what is happening each day and what to bring.  
If you have not yet booked, email TOOT@how.gdst.net as soon as possible for more 

information about our TOOT Holiday Care Club for 3 – 11 year olds, and secure a place!  
 
 
 

     Week 1        Mon 26th – Thurs 29th March          

Easter/Spring is Sprung! 
Date Monday 26th  Tuesday 27th  Wednesday 28th  Thursday 29th  

Activities Swimming with 
Mrs Griffiths 

 
Bookmarks 

Dance with the 
TOOT band 

      
      Easter cards 

Cookery- Nests of 
eggs 

 
 Decorated boxes 

Trip to Cefn Mably Farm Park 
to see the spring baby animals 

What to 
bring 

costume, hat and 
towel 

- 
 

warm, waterproof coat, wellies  
if wet 

 
  

Week 2       Tues 3rd  – Fri 6th  April         
Easter/Spring is Sprung! 

Date Tuesday 3rd  Wednesday 4th  Thursday 5th  Friday 6th  

Activities Swimming with 
Mrs Griffiths 

    
   Rabbit heads 

Cookery- Easter 
biscuits 

 
Spring bouquets 

Trip to Mountain View Ranch 
for Gruffalo and Easter egg trail 

Swimming  with 
Mrs Griffiths 

       
     Butterflies 

What to 
bring 

costume, hat and 
towel 

- warm, waterproof coat, wellies if 
wet   

costume, hat and 
towel 

Art and craft activities for the Easter Weeks include 
Yoga, decorating eggs, egg rolling, Easter bunting, making a grass head and pond in the garden, junk 

modelling, pompom creatures, floral hair bands and spring collages  

mailto:TOOT@how.gdst.net


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 3        Mon 9th – Fri 13th April    
Please note our visitor will now be coming in on Tuesday morning.  

Reptiles Rule! 
Date Monday 9th  Tuesday 10th  Wednesday 11th  Thursday 12th  Friday 13th  

Activities Swimming 
with Mrs 
Griffiths 

  
Spiral snakes 

Visitor into 
school from 

Animal Zone UK 
 

   Crocodile      
       sticks 

Cookery- jellied 
snakes 

      
      
     Colourful     
   chameleons 

  Dance with the     
   TOOT band 

 
 

Llandaff Fields 
Exercise Trail  

Swimming with 
Mrs Griffiths  

 
 
Egg box turtles 

What to 
bring 

costume, hat 
and towel 

- - warm, waterproof 
coat, trainers or 

wellies if wet 

costume, hat, 
towel 

Art and craft activities for Reptiles Rule include 
Yoga, making beaded bangles, frilled lizards, jumping frogs, sponge reptiles, frogspawn play, jigsaws and 

much more! 

Last day for bookings Friday 16th March!  

                                        Have a lovely Easter Holiday!! 

  
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Girls, 
 

GDST Laurie Magnus Poetry Competition 
 

The GDST is very pleased to offer girls the chance to take part in another creative writing competition this year. The Laurie Magnus 
Poetry Prize was established in memory of Laurie Magnus by his widow.  Laurie Magnus was a GDST Council member from 1907, 
and Chairman from 1929 until his death in 1933.  He also authored The Jubilee Book of the Girls’ Day School Trust (1923). 
Prizes are awarded to six age groups for original poetry.  £100 in Amazon vouchers will be sent to the winner in each of the 
categories below: 

 Years 1 and 2 
 Years 3 and 4 
 Years 5 and 6 

 
Putney High School alumna Julia Rawlinson has agreed to adjudicate the competition again this year.  Julia has always loved writing 
poetry - a poem she wrote as a child was included in a Macmillan Christmas anthology and she published poems before she started 
writing stories. Julia’s poems have appeared in anthologies for publishers including Macmillan, Scholastic, Collins Children's Books, 
Oxford University Press, Bloomsbury, Candlestick Press and A&C Black.  Julia has recently written poems for educational publisher 
Pearson and completed the One Week of Poems series of e-books on Kindle. 
 
Process 

 Students from all year groups will be able to submit an entry 
 

 Each school can submit one poem for each of the following age group categories: 
 

 Years 1 and 2  
 Years 3 and 4  
 Years 5 and 6  

 
Each entry should be typed on a Word document with the following information clearly indicated on the document:  

 

§ The pupil’s name, school and year group 

§ The title of the poem 

§ Confirmation that permission is granted to publicise the piece and in particular post it onto the GDST website together 

with the pupil’s name 

 
By entering, you are stating that the poem is your own work and also giving the GDST permission to publicise the piece and in 
particular post it onto the GDST website together with your name, if you are a finalist. 
 
Please return your finished poem to Miss Kenyon by emailing it to: juniorsec@how.gdst.net using ‘GDST Poetry Competition’ as the 
subject. Entries should be emailed to school by Friday, March 23rd 2018 at the latest. 
 
We are sure you’ll agree this is a very exciting competition, and we hope that as many of you as possible will demonstrate your 
creative flair by entering! 
 
Good Luck! 
Miss Kenyon 

 
 
 
 

mailto:juniorsec@how.gdst.net

