
   Friday 5th June 2020 

The Head’s Update 
Dear Parents, 
I hope you all had a wonderful half term and managed to enjoy the  
glorious weather.  It has been great to see the girls engaging so well 
in Guided Home Learning once again and I am so pleased that the Virtual  
Playtimes with Mrs Marley have been so successful. 
 

Staff News 
Miss Emily Davies will be leaving us at the end of this term. Miss Davies  
has had a most successful year teaching Year 4. I would like to take this  
opportunity to thank her for all her hard work and for her commitment to our  
extra-curricular provision. Miss Davies has been appointed as a class teacher  
in Westonbirt Prep and we all sincerely wish her all the best for her future.  
 

Announcement from Kirsty Williams, Minister for Education 
Mrs Davis has listened carefully to the announcement from Kirsty Williams on Wednesday 3rd June regarding 
educational provision in Wales. We will be reviewing the guidance that is due to be published and will contact you 
next week about our plans to return to school. 
 

Stepping Stones 
I am sure that the girls in Year 4, 5 and 6 have been busy completing their Stepping Stones portfolios, working 
hard to achieve their bronze (Year 4), silver (Year 5) or gold award (Year 6). 
 

I would usually be asking for the portfolios to be submitted at this time and preparing for our special awards 
ceremony. Unfortunately, the assembly is not going to be possible at the moment; we have arranged for it to 
take place in the Autumn term and the Year 6 girls (who will be in Year 7) will be invited to join us for the 
assembly to get their award.  
 

This means that there is an extension on submitting the portfolio of evidence. So if there are any girls in Year 
4, 5 or 6 who have not quite completed their activities, they have plenty of time to do so, or indeed if there are 
girls who are interested in signing up they would be very welcome. The bronze award consists of 16 activities, 
the silver is an additional 32 and the gold requires an additional 48 - a total of 96. It really is a challenge to 
achieve gold and we are always so proud of the girls who show commitment to achieve this!  
 

You can find more information about Stepping Stones, including a copy of the booklet, on the Stepping Stones 
Firefly page. Please do email me if you have a question or a query and can't find the answer on this page. 
Some of the tasks are school based so for those Year 6 girls who are going for gold, they may need to be 
tweaked slightly. 
 

Good luck girls! Mrs Matthews 
 

 
 

 



Acts of Kindness Make the World a Happier Place 
The week before half term was Mental Health Awareness Week, and this year the theme was Kindness. The 
girls in the Prep School were all encouraged to carry out, or reflect upon a random act of kindness. Click here 
for more information. 
 

Year 3's Lifesized Hugs 
As a part of their Guided Home Learning in the week before half term, Year 3 were asked to send a life size 
hug to someone special. Click here for more information. 
 

Howell's Getty Museum Challenge 
Over half term we set the Howell's Getty Museum Challenge to girls in the Prep School. Click here for more 
information. 
 

Summer is an Inventor 
Summer, Year 1, has enjoyed finding out about Ole Kirk Christiansen, the inventor of Lego, as part of our 
science unit on Inventors. Click here for more information. 
 

Year 3 Become Teachers for the Day 
The girls in Year 3 became teachers for the day and recorded their own literacy lessons based on their 
personal literacy targets for the term. They were given instructions on what they must include in their lessons 
and they had to think how they would deliver this in an engaging way. Do click here to watch them in action. 
There's nothing like teaching someone else to consolidate your own learning! 
 

Virtual Open Day 
As you know, Howell’s is currently open for “Business As Unusual”. From 9.30am on Thursday 11th June we 
will be holding our first ever Virtual Open Day during which people will be able to find out more about what a 
Howell's education has to offer. For more information and to book a place please 
email Admissions@how.gdst.net and please do pass on the information to anyone you think might be 
interested in visiting Howell’s. 
 

GDST Song Contest 
Well done to all the students who took part in the Howell's Virtual Choir production of True Colours before half 
term. Click here for more information.  
 

Virtual Summer Concert 
Plans are underway for an exciting Virtual Summer Concert, which will take place at the end of term. This will 
be another fantastic opportunity for Prep, Senior and College students to come together as a Howell's 
community and end the academic year on a high. In order to be involved, students should participate in the 
weekly virtual choir and orchestra rehearsals, which are available on the relevant Firefly and Teams pages. 
Please contact Ms Edwards (A.Edwards@how.gdst.net) if you require any further information; further details of 
how to view the concert will be provided nearer the time. 
 

Virtual Sports Day 
This year on Wednesday 17th June we will be hosting our first ever virtual sports day. The house captains have 
been busy filming motivational videos for all the students so please go to our firefly page to hear from them! 
Also on the page you will find 10 challenges for sports day. Students have two weeks to practise them in 
preparation for sports day, then all scores will need to be submitted via ‘teams’ on the day. We will be giving 
live updates via the Howell’s YouTube channel. It’s going to be a great day! 
 

International Women in Engineering Day (#INWED20) 
International Women in Engineering Day (#INWED20) takes place on 23 June and to celebrate they have 
launched a poster competition for ages 11 to 18 and a Soapbox Race Car competition for under 11s.  Click 
here for more information. What will you do to celebrate INWED 2020?  Find some STEM activities to do at 
home by clicking here and take a selfie holding a INWED selfie card (also found here) to send to us. 
 
Mrs Judith Ashill, Deputy Principal, Head of Prep School 
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