
                                                                                                                               Friday 26th March 2021   

The Head’s Update 
As we reach the end of the spring term, it has been great to have  
everyone back in school for 2 weeks!  Fingers crossed that we are all  
allowed to return again after the Easter holiday. 
 
Summer Term Clubs 
Please note that the club timetable that started last week will be  
continuing until the end of the summer term.  We know the girls have  
really enjoyed returning to a fantastic range of clubs and activities in the  
last couple of weeks; before school, at lunchtime and after school.  
The following clubs will be restarting after the Easter holidays: 
 
Gymnastics - Y3-Y6 - Friday after school 
Football - Y3-Y6 - Wednesday after school 
Mandarin - Reception, Y1 and Year 2 - Wednesday after school 
French and Spanish club - Nursery – lunchtimes 

 
Parents' Evenings  
We hope that you found our online parent meetings beneficial over the last 2 weeks.  Thank you for your 
support with using our new system ‘ParentCloud’. We appreciate there were a few teething problems which 
we hope to resolve, however on the whole we found it to be a good system that we hope to continue using 
both in the Prep and Senior Schools. If you have any feedback that you would like to share with us, please 
do email Abby Matthews a.matthews@how.gdst.net.   
 
Years 3,4,5,6 Teams 
As you know, during home learning we used Microsoft Teams to deliver our online lessons. Throughout this 
time the girls were reminded that use of Teams was strictly for lessons and not for them to use to chat to 
each other on a social level. 
  
It has come to our attention that many of the girls are still using Teams to video call each other in the 
evenings and at weekends, they are also setting up group chats which has led to many girls feeling excluded. 
We have spoken to the girls and they know that using Teams for this purpose is not permitted. 
  
We would be grateful if you could check the Teams activity on your daughter’s device and remind them of our 
school IT code of conduct. We will be monitoring this very closely and appreciate your support in keeping the 
girls safe online. 
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Hotchpotch 
This week, Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 took part in a Hotch Potch session. The Hotch Potch sessions, which are 
held once every half term, give the girls an opportunity to work on projects and solve problems across 
the year groups. Click here for more information. 
 
Uniform 
Girls should wear their summer dresses from Monday 12th April.  These should be worn with the navy jumper, 
white ankle socks and black school shoes. Dresses may be worn until October half term. As Mrs Davis 
mentioned in her message earlier this week have decided that all the girls may wear trainers if they wish as we 
know that it’s not easy to have feet measured and obtain school shoes at the moment.  
 
Spring is in the air 
The reception girls have enjoyed making 'sock bunnies' in their creativity lesson this week. Click here for more 
information. 
 
Lori’s Litter Picking 
Year 1’s Lori T has been doing a fantastic job litter picking in Llandaff Fields and is really living up to her eco 
warrior role. Click here for more information. 
 
Year 1 Write Some Delicious Poems 
On Friday 19th March, Red Nose Day, girls in 1J had a fantastic time reading out their poems based on the 
theme of food. Click here for more information. 
 
Virtual Author Visit for Year 2 
Year 2 were delighted to have a virtual visit from Jeanne Willis, the author of many fabulous children’s books. 
Click here for more information. 
 
Swimming  
Mrs Griffiths and Mrs Roberts were delighted to welcome the girls back to our school swimming pool and were 
extremely impressed to see, that after such a long absence, they had not forgotten their swimming skills nor 
their love for the water. Click here for more information. 
 
Celebration Tea, Monday 22nd March 2020 
Mrs Davis was delighted to host Celebration Teas for Prep School girls on Monday 22nd March.  Click here for 
more information. 
 
Make this a better world! 
I stand with Cheryl Giovannoni, Chief Executive of the GDST, in her pledge to help make this a better world for 
our young people. Click here for more information. 
 
Howell’s Achieves Fourth Healthy Schools’ Leaf 
We are thrilled to have achieved our fourth Healthy Schools’ leaf this week. Click here for more information. 
 
GDST Talks  
The GDST Talks series continued this week with Dr Sinéad Devine-French on The Psychology of Sleep.  
You may be interested in accessing a recording of the talk available here. This will be available to GDST 
parents until 24th June.  
  
Forthcoming GDST Talks Events 
The next GDST Talks event takes place on Thursday 29th April and will be on the topic of Helping Your 
Daughter to Navigate Friendships with speaker Andrew Hampton, founder and CEO of award-winning initiative 
Girls on Board.  This event is suitable for parents with children in Year 3 to 13. To book your place, please click 
here. 
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Our speaker on Thursday 6th May is Grace Barrett from the Self-Esteem Team, presenting to parents and girls 
on Managing the Transition From Primary to Secondary. This event is suitable for parents and children in 
Years 5 and 6. To book your place, please click here. 
 
Nutritional therapist Marissa Carrarini returns on Thursday 13th May as part of our Healthy Eating series.  
This event is suitable for parents of and students in Years 7-11. To book your place, please click here 
 
If you would like to find out more about the GDST Talks events, there is information here.  
  
We would also welcome your feedback on the topics you’d be interested in seeing covered by future GDST 
Talks.  
 
 
I hope you have a lovely Easter break and I look forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday 12th April for 
the start of the summer term. 
 
Mrs Judith Ashill, Deputy Principal, Head of Prep School 
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