
                                                                                                                                  Friday 14th January 2022   

The Head’s Update  

Happy New Year!  I hope you all had a fabulous festive period.  It has  
been lovely to hear that the girls have come back to school full of stories 
and tales from their Christmas holiday. 
 
PC Jane Visits Reception 
Reception enjoyed their visit from PC Jane this week. They talked about what  
to do in an emergency and how to call 999. Click here to see more. 
 
Year 2’s Egg-stremely Egg-citing and Most Egg-cellent Delivery 
Year 2 had an exciting start to their new topic this week when they were sent a 
parcel containing a huge egg. Click here for more information. 
 
Xanthe G Raises £1330 for the Little Princess Trust 
During lockdown, Year 3's Xanthe G decided to grow her hair so that it could be  
donated to the Little Princess Trust to be made into a wig for a child undergoing cancer treatment. Click here 
for more information. 
 
Year 5 Girls in STEM 
Year 5 started the new term with two days of focused work researching, designing and building bridges. 
Throughout the two days the girls demonstrated amazing teamwork, we definitely have some project managers 
within our classes. Click here to see what they made. 
 
Amelia made a Sixer in Brownies 
Many congratulations to Year 5’s Amelia E-B who has been made Sixer in Brownies. Click here to learn more 
about her responsibilities. 
 
Year 6's first friendly netball match of 2022 
Year 6 played in their first friendly netball match this week against Monmouth, Haberdashers. Jacky, Chloe, 
Sophie, Annabelle, Tilly and Eve were strong from the first whistle and kept up a consistent performance 
throughout. Click here to find out more. 
 
LAMDA Results 
Mrs Cooksey was really proud to receive the results of the three girls who took their Speaking of Verse and  
Prose exams in November. Charlotte D and Kelly Z in Year 6 both passed with Distinction and Suki W in  
Year 5 with Merit. Well done girls for all your hard work. 
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Year 3-6 Internet Safety Advice 
I have been informed by Mrs Ashill that some concerns have been raised by teachers in the Prep School 
regarding use of devices, apps and games. We are increasingly aware of girls having access to devices at a 
younger age and whilst this makes them effective users of apps it can bring other challenges. I am currently 
organising an Online Internet Safety talk for parents which will take place in early February (6-7 pm) and a 
recording of this will be available. Prep teachers are regularly addressing Online Safety with the girls and our 
Community Police Officer also speaks to them about keeping themselves safe. 
  
As you are aware there is extensive guidance for parents on our Firefly Site – click here and I am very happy 
to answer any individual concerns you may have. Please can I urge you to limit the time your daughter is using 
a device, do check the age recommendations of Apps (for example TikTok has a 13 age rating in the UK) and 
implement any parent safety measures you can as online games such as Roblox have a chat function which 
can be accessed by strangers if the correct permissions are not in place. It is not advised that girls are part of 
WhatsApp groups as this can be very distracting and sometimes lead to anxiety for those who may feel 
excluded from the group. I would recommend that devices are charged downstairs and not accessible after 
7.00 pm. 
  
Safer Internet Day takes place on February 8th with the theme ‘All fun and games? Exploring respect and 
relationships online’. This will be a focus of online safety across the school in February and will be reflected in 
our parent meeting. I really hope that the girls will always enjoy the amazing online world that exists whilst 
being fully aware of the dangers that this brings.  

Cathy Darnton – Assistant Principal 
 
 

Year 3 & 4 Tea Concert – Friday 4Th February 
The next in our series of Tea Concerts will be for girls in Year 3 and Year 4. Tea Concerts give the opportunity 
for the girls to perform an instrumental or vocal solo at a short, relaxed concert at the end of the school day in 
the splendid setting of the Great Hall. Parents, friends and staff are invited along to have a cup of tea or coffee 
and a biscuit on a Friday afternoon to enjoy a feast of music! The next in this year’s series will be for soloists 
from Year 3 and Year 4 and will be held at 3.30pm on Friday 4th February 2022. 
 
Girls from Years 3 and 4 are invited to perform a solo at the concert and should let Mr Beckett know by next 
Thursday 20th January if they wish to take part. If any of the girls need an accompanist, Ms Edwards will be 
available to have a short rehearsal at 2.30pm on the day of the concert. If there are too many soloists for a half 
hour concert, we will arrange a further concert later in the year. The item needs to be ‘performance ready’ and 
it may be worth checking with your daughter’s music tutor that the piece is ready to perform! Performances 
should be no longer than 2 minutes.  
 
Girls wishing to perform should let me have the title and composer of the piece and let me know if they need 
an accompanist. I am looking forward to hearing their performances! Items can be emailed to me at 
ian.beckett@how.gdst.net.  

Mr Beckett  
 
Open Day 
On Wednesday we held our first Open Day of the calendar year, and we were delighted to safely welcome 
families who had booked appointments in the morning and at the end of the school day. We very much hope 
our visitors enjoyed their visit to Howell’s as much as we enjoyed meeting them. Many thanks to all the staff 
who helped make the day so successful and to the students who gave such wonderful tours. They really were 
fantastic advocates for Howell’s. 
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Inclusion Calendar 
We are delighted to share our Inclusion Calendar for January to April which you can read by clicking here. The 
calendar highlights a range of cultural, religious and awareness days and weeks. In February we will be 
celebrating Pride History Month and this year’s theme is: “The Arc is Long" which is inspired by the Martin 
Luther King quote: 
  
“The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends towards justice.” 
  
This important month focuses on the celebration and recognition of LGBT+ people and culture. By raising 
awareness and challenging prejudice, we can ensure our school is a welcoming space for LGBT+ students. 

 
Howell’s alumnae recognised in New Year’s Honours 
Congratulations to Howell’s alumnae Lisa Burger and Hannah Mills who have been recognised in the 2022 
New Year's Honours. Lisa, who is Executive Director and Joint Chief Executive of the National Theatre, has 
been awarded a CBE for services to the arts. Click here for more information. Hannah has received an OBE 
for her services to sailing and the environment. Click here for more information. 
 
Fortnum & Mason Platinum Pudding Competition  
Would you like to see your pudding creation served up at street parties and other celebrations up and down 
the country? Fortnum & Mason is inviting you to invent the Jubilee Pudding for The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
in 2022.  
 
The winning pudding will be an important part of the celebrations marking Her Majesty’s 70 years as Monarch. 
And the creator of the winning pudding will be invited to be at the centre of the celebrations.  
 
Get cooking, and your creation could be a joyful and delicious part of the first ever Platinum Jubilee. 
 
The competition is open to all UK residents over the age of 8. While we know there are plenty of brilliant junior 
bakers out there, we still require parents or guardians of applicants between the ages of 8-17 years to 
complete the competition form on their behalf. 
 
Full rules: The Platinum Pudding Competition | A Recipe Fit for The Queen - Fortnum & Mason 
(fortnumandmason.com) 
 
FAQs: https://www.fortnumandmason.com/platinum-pudding-faqs 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Mrs Judith Ashill, Deputy Principal, Head of Prep School 
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