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The Principal’s Update 
A very warm welcome to my first View from the Top of the  
academic year. 
 
The months since March have been entirely unpredictable,  
but I hope you were able to take some time to relax and  
unwind over the summer holiday. I have spent time  
reflecting on the last six months and it has reminded me of  
how special our Howell’s family is. We have come so far and  
adapted so quickly to a new way of working and I am  
enormously proud of all our students and staff. In some of  
my assemblies last year, I shared with students the book I  
have been reading with my grandson, Charlie Mackesy’s The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse. On 
Monday, when staff were back in school for an inset day ahead of the students' return, I shared with them 
some of quotes within the book that reflect the challenging times in which we are living. Do take a look at 
some of them by clicking here. 
  
This start of term has been one like no other I’ve experienced in my career. I always enjoy the beginning of 
the autumn term and hearing the renewed energy in the corridors but I have never been so thrilled to see all 
our students and staff back in school. They have adapted to the new systems and ways of working so well 
and although none of us has a crystal ball, I know we are ready for whatever the year has in store. I hope 
everyone has enjoyed being back in the swing of things as much as I have. Many thanks to all the staff who 
worked so hard throughout the holiday to make the start of term so safe and successful.  
 
COVID-19 Symptom Checker 
If your child develops symptoms of being unwell, NHS Wales has produced an excellent online diagnostic tool 
to help you understand their symptoms better. Click here for more information. 
 
Remote Lessons – Hybrid Teaching 
 
Teachers 
If a member of staff is in quarantine or is self-isolating for any reason, they will be available to teach their 
lessons online.  If they are unwell, cover will be provided in the usual way. 
 
Students 
If students are unwell for a few days they will be expected to catch-up on their return, but if they are not well 
enough to be in school, we will not expect them to be online.  If a student is in quarantine or self-isolating, 
they should dial in to all their lessons. Parents should contact absences@how.gdst.net as usual but make it 
clear the nature of the absence. 
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Onsite Security 
As part of our continued review and enhancement of Howell’s security, we are delighted to let you know 
that we have installed a new CCTV system across both the Senior School and Prep School sites. This 
allows us to monitor all access routes including the car parks. This system not only assists with security 
on site, but most importantly provides a tool to enhance the safeguarding of our students.  
 
Kindness in Action 
It was wonderful to welcome a smiling and happy 7S to their first library lesson this week. Click here for more 
information. 
 
Abi's Return to Riding 
We were delighted to see Abigail S (Year 9) back in the saddle with her pony, Champ, competing for Howell's 
at the Schools Equestrian Games One Day Event at Oxstalls Farm in Gloucestershire last month. Click here 
for more information. 
 
Swimming Success for Sophie and Honor 
We are delighted that Sophie D (Year 8) and Honor F (Year 9) have been selected for the Swim Wales 
Academy again this academic year. Congratulations both, we look forward to following your progress. 
 
Tennis Success for Elizabeth 
Many congratulations to Year 8’s Elizabeth E who has been selected by Tennis Wales to attend a series of 
national training squad sessions where they bring together the best junior, adult and wheelchair players across 
Wales to train in small groups at a number of venues. 
 
Ellie's On The Water Once More 
Year 10 sailor Ellie C has qualified once again to represent GBR at the Optimist European Championships in 
Slovenia this October. Well done Ellie, we look forward to hearing how you get on. Click here for more 
information. 
 
Elizabeth offered a Degree Apprenticeship at JP Morgan 
We are delighted that Elizabeth W (Class of 2020) has been offered a Degree Apprenticeship at the world-
renowned investment bank JP Morgan. Click here for more information. 
 
Physiology Society’s Biobakes Competition 
Esther P, from the Howell's Class of 2020, recently entered the Physiology Society’s Biobakes Competition. 
Click here for more information. 
 
Exceptional Results in Exceptional Times 
This year we experienced examination results days like never before and I am enormously proud of the way 
our A level and GCSE students dealt with the uncertainties this year. They really did receive exceptional results 
in exceptional times and I know they will go on to achieve great things. Click here for more information on the 
A Level results and click here for more information on the GCSE results. 
  
Celebrating Successes 
It is wonderful to celebrate our students’ numerous achievements in this weekly update, on our website and 
through social media. Please do send through any news of your daughter’s successes outside of Howell’s that 
you would like us to share by emailing Hannah Roberts on hannah.roberts@how.gdst.net.  
 
Howell’s on Social Media 
We have an active presence on social media so please do follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram to 
find out more about life at Howell’s. 
 
Speech and Drama  
Speech and Drama lessons will resume in the Senior School and College from the week commencing Monday 
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14th September in after school sessions only. Please contact Mrs Cooksey (Sarahcookseydrama@gmail.com) 
for further details. 
 
Virtual Open Day 
Following the success of our Virtual Open Days last term, we will be holding our next one on Tuesday 22nd 
September. Visitors will be able to find out more about what a Howell's education has to offer and we can 
arrange a Zoom chat with members of the Leadership Team. For more information and to book a place please 
email Admissions@how.gdst.net and please do pass on the information to anyone you think might be 
interested in visiting Howell’s. 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend; the sun looks set to shine on us and I am looking forward to sitting 
in the garden with a cup of tea. As it is a new school year, and we may all be out of the habit, can I gently 
remind everyone that there is no right hand turn into the main entrance of Howell’s between 8.00am and 
9.00am. 
 
Sally Davis, Principal 
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