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The Principal’s Update 
 
It is likely that this is the last View from the Top I will be sending you  
for a while. I will, however, be updating everyone regularly. Do continue  
to follow our social media channels (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram),  
which we plan to keep as busy as possible.  
  
This unprecedented time has reminded me what a special community we  
have at Howell’s. Students have demonstrated enormous maturity and  
determination this week, at a time when things seem so uncertain. I am 
particularly proud of students in Year 11 and Year 13 who have been 
working incredibly hard for their GCSE and A Level examinations, which have  
been cancelled.  They have dealt with the news so well and I know that they  
have bright futures ahead. Staff have really gone the extra mile in order to  
maintain the education of students and to keep everyone safe. The support  
from parents has been and continues to be truly phenomenal. Thank you all! 
  
As you know, Howell’s will close at 5.30pm today and there is currently  
no date for us to reopen, but we will be setting work for the next two weeks  
until the end of this term. All lesson plans and work will be on Firefly and  
students should access their work through this medium. We are staying open 
to support any parents that are key workers who need help with childcare and I am enormously grateful to all 
the staff who are offering to facilitate this offer.  
 
Heads of Year will be using the Pastoral Activities section of Firefly to keep in touch with their year groups and 
there will be a weekly newsletter to the children each Monday called Connect.  
 
Please remember that although our doors will be closed we remain very much open, so do contact us if you 
have any questions at all. Whilst we are in this unprecedented situation we would love to hear how students 
are finding guided home learning and the creative ways they are spending their time so please send any 
stories to hannah.roberts@how.gdst.net.  
 
Whizz Bang Science with Year 5 and Year 12 
On Tuesday 10th March, a group of Year Five girls from the Prep School visited the Senior School for an hour 
of experimenting with the Whizz Bang Science team. Click here for more information. 
  
The Snow Spider 
We are delighted that Mali J (Year 7) will be starring in BBC’s forthcoming series of The Snow Spider which 
will be broadcast on BBC Wales and CBBC on Sunday 29th March at 6.05pm. Click here for more information.  
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Celebration Tea 
Mrs Chyba and I have thoroughly enjoyed celebrating the amazing achievements of our students at 
Celebration Teas this week. Click here to find out more about Monday’s Celebration Tea and click here 
to find out what we celebrated on Wednesday. 
 
Howell’s alumna, Chloe, shortlisted for GDST Alumna of the Year 
There is still time to vote for this year’s GDST Alumna of the Year and we are delighted to remind you that 
Howell’s alumna, Chloe Smith, has been shortlisted. 
  
Chloe, who left Howell’s in 2013, is the co-founder of the Bigmoose coffee shop – a coffee shop which has 
been expressly set up to mentor, train and employ vulnerable people in the city of Cardiff.  The idea for the 
coffee shop came after Chloe had spent two years supporting the homeless population of Cardiff. Having 
volunteered at a soup kitchen, persuaded local restaurants to deliver hot meals, asked barbers and 
hairdressers to give haircuts to rough sleepers, and rallied the South Wales community to collect warm clothes 
and bedding, Chloe still wanted to do more. And so Bigmoose was born. After a Kickstarter fundraising 
campaign raised £30,000 in a week, Bigmoose opened its doors in March 2018, with all profits going to help 
homeless and other disadvantaged people get back into work and society. Bigmoose became a registered 
charity last year, with a focus on homelessness, mental health and prevention of suicide, and currently 
employs 22 people. 
  
Click here for more information on all the finalists and to place your vote. 
 
Please do take care over the coming weeks and do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  

 
Sally Davis, Principal 
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