
                                                                                                                      Friday 26th February 2021 
The Principal’s Update 
A very warm welcome back, I hope everyone enjoyed the half term  
holiday and had the opportunity to spend some time away from their  
screens. This week, it has been wonderful to see the sun shining  
over Howell’s as students and staff returned to online learning,  
and it feels like spring is in the air! 
 

Eisteddfod fever has certainly hit Howell’s this week, with all our Key  
Stage 3 students enjoying the challenges set by their subject teachers.  
I look forward to seeing the results of their creativity, and to our first  
ever virtual Eisteddfod which takes place on Monday. 
 

This week, Year 11 sat their spring assessments, not in the Sports Hall, but on Microsoft Teams, with our team  
of invigilators looking on. Good luck to this tremendously resilient and robust year group and thank you  
to students and staff for adapting to this new way of working so well. Thank you also to all our parents who have 
been so supportive. 

  
In assembly this morning I talked about Fairtrade Fortnight and climate change and reminded everyone that  
the choices we make impact both the world in which we live and the lives of others. During assembly I also  
launched Howell’s very own Masked Singer competition. Every day next week, a performance from two masked 
singers will be sent out to students who will be asked to guess which staff members are behind the masks. I  
was delighted that so many staff have taken part and I know students will enjoy their performances. I am sure  
there will be some surprises in store! 
 
Year 8 Get Creative 
Year 8 enjoyed performing their Eisteddfod poems and being very creative in their presentation during yesterday's 
Welsh lesson. Click here for more information. 
 

Goldilocks: In her own words 
As part of their work on creative writing, Year 9 retold Fairy Stories from a new perspective. Click here for more 
information. 
 

Eisteddfod Music Competition 
Monday 22nd February marked the beginning of Eisteddfod competition week, and Year 7's Sasha L has been 
enjoying taking part in the music competition. Click here for more information. 
 
Senior School House Debate 

On Tuesday 23rd February, the Senior School House debate was hosted online for students to participate and 
develop their debating skills. Click here for more information. 
 

 

https://www.howells-cardiff.gdst.net/news-article/year-8-get-creative
https://www.howells-cardiff.gdst.net/news-article/goldilocks--in-her-own-words
https://www.howells-cardiff.gdst.net/news-article/eisteddfod-music-competition
https://www.howells-cardiff.gdst.net/news-article/senior-school-house-debate


GDST Eco Society 
Year 12’s Bethan D and the Howell’s College Eco leads are all working together and discussing ideas as to 
what we can do as a school community to help with the current ongoing climate change crisis. Click here for 
more information. 
 
Cardiff Rotary Breakfast’s St David’s Day Event 
This is the last chance to purchase tickets for the Cardiff Rotary Breakfast’s, St David’s Day event. Click here 
for more information. 
 
Senior School Virtual Open Event 
On Wednesday 3rd March we will be holding a Virtual Open Event for prospective Senior School students and 
parents. Mrs Davis will be hosting a Zoom call for parents and students at 4pm. During the call, families will 
find out more about the academic offer as well as the extracurricular opportunities available. For further 
information about the event please email admissions@how.gdst.net. Please do pass the information on to 
anyone you think might be interested in attending. 
 
GDST Talks  
The recordings of the most recent events with Marissa Carrarini on Healthy Eating and Charlotte 
Robertson on Digital safety are now available here. 
  
We also have two fantastic talks confirmed for this half term. Next Thursday 4th March Dr Nihara Krause will 
speak on The Science of Motivation: how to help your child keep going  – the thinking behind this was how to 
help parents keep students upbeat and on track with exams being cancelled and no definitive end in sight for 
lockdown.  
  
On Thursday 18th March, Emma Gleadhill will speak on How to Get Your Daughter Through Puberty, which 
came as a feedback request from a parent. 
  
GDST Alumna of the Year 2021 
We wanted to let you know that the GDST Alumna of the Year Award 2021 launched this week, so please join 
in and nominate an outstanding candidate who you think should be recognised for their achievements. There 
are two categories – the main Alumna of the Year Award and the Trailblazer Award, which celebrates a young 
alumna who is making an early mark on the world – and you can nominate people for either category (or 
both). In 2020, Hywelian Chloe Smith won the Trailblazer of the Year Award, and we would love to have 
another Howell's alumna in the running for an award this year. Past winners and finalists come from all walks 
of life and include scientists, actors, public servants, sportswomen, artists, entrepreneurs, charity founders, 
social activists, film makers, lawyers, historians, journalists/broadcasters, and musicians, to name just a few.  
To make your nomination click here. 
  
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Sally Davis, Principal 
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